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Dear Parents and Students:
The 2015-2016 school year has begun!
Our office support staff are very busy processing registrations. This year we expect our overall
student registrations to increase. All programs offered by The Centre for Learning@HOME are
experiencing growth. We thank you, our parents, for selecting the CFL as your homeschooling
provider.
Our blended teachers are currently connecting with our newly registered families, followed by our
veteran homeschool families. We have a number of new teachers joining our blended staff this year
in the Red Deer, Medicine Hat, and Lethbridge areas. We welcome Ms. Caluttung, Ms. Merriman,
and Ms. Scott to our staff. You can expect to hear from your blended teachers soon in regards to
finalizing your programs, if this is still required for your children.
Our Online teachers are busy preparing their classes for Wednesday, September 2nd. This is the first
day of online teacher contact with students. You will find a list of teachers and the courses they
teach in our Announcement folder in FirstClass (FC). If you have any questions regarding your
courses please contact your teachers directly in FirstClass (FC). You will find your course icons and
links to your live classes by Wednesday morning. If you do not see the icon by Wednesday, contact
your teachers immediately via FC. If you are new to our online program, I suspect you may be
experiencing some anxiety over the new system of learning you have encountered. I encourage you
to remain calm – many people experience challenges in the first couple of days. We are here to help
and support you. Please let us know if you need our help.
Our recreation coordinators are busy planning our events for September. You can check the
Announcements to learn about events happening in your area. In the 2014-2015 school year our staff
committed to over 4000 hours of events and activities. We are very committed to recreation and
events. We are hosting our junior and senior high students at Camp Evergreen on September 28th,
29th, and 30th. I encourage you to participate. It is a great way to meet other students your age in
our school.
Finally, we are moving to our new office location in November. The new complex will allow
enough space for our entire staff to be in one location. Yes, we are excited!

Lord our God,
in your wisdom and love
you surround us with the
mysteries of the universe.
Send your spirit upon these
students
and fill them with your
wisdom and blessings.
Grant that they may devote
themselves to their studies
and draw ever closer to
you,
the source of all knowledge.
We ask this through Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
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If you have any questions or concerns, your teachers are the first line of contact.
If you need to speak with an administrator, please know:

Ms. Ford
Traditional
Ms. Rowlands
Grades 1-6 Online
Grades 1-9 Blended
Mr. Brennan
Grades 7 to 9 Online
Mr. MacDonald
Grades 10 to 12 Online
I wish you all the best for a successful year. God Bless!

Mr. Paul Byrne
Principal

Book Club
Councellor’s Corner
Family School Liaison
Recreation Corner
Funding Corner
School Trip Info 2017
Charities

Events

Re: Attendance at School
Dear Parents;
At Christ the Redeemer School Division we are constantly striving to provide the best possible educational
experience for the students we serve. In order for our schools to be able to maximize their ability to provide
optimal learning for all students it is important that each and every child attends school regularly and is not
missing any valuable class instruction.
As directed in the School Act, our schools are required to monitor the school attendance of all students. Each
year our teachers and school administration are faced with problems of chronic absenteeism and tardiness with
some students. Each school has a procedure in dealing with these chronic attendance issues. When these
issues are not addressed by the student and their parents the school‘s administration may refer the situation to
the school division’s Attendance Officer.
Part of my role as Deputy Superintendent is to serve as the School Division’s Attendance Officer for all
students. My colleague, Associate Superintendent Bonnie Annicchiarico, will assist me in this role. In our role
as Attendance Officers, we assist the school staff in ensuring that students are attending school regularly. If a
situation is referred to one of us we will become involved with the family to help assist them in making sure
the student in question is attending school. As Attendance Officers, if we see that the problem is not being
resolved, we can and will refer the situation to Alberta Education’s Attendance Board. Of course, this is an
action that we would prefer not to do as it causes stress on all those involved, especially the student.
Therefore we are asking that you do everything that you can to make sure your child(ren) attends school on
time and on a regular basis. If you require assistance at any time I encourage you to talk with your principal
and/or teachers. By working cooperatively together at school and home it is our hope that we can minimize
and eliminate all attendance issues.
Sincerely

Gary B. Chiste
Chief Deputy Superintendent
Christ the Red

COUNSELLOR’S CORNER

Mr. Leonard Quilty
Student Services Coordinator
(403) 938-4119 ext. 2237
1-800-659-1945 ext 2237
lquilty@redeemer.ab.ca

Ms. Ruth Craigen
Student Services Coordinator
(403) 938-4119 ext. 2226
1-800-659-1945 ext. 2226
rcraigen@redeemer.ab.ca

Ms. Jacqueline Harnish
Student Services Coordinator
(403) 938-4119 ext. 2297
1-800-659-1945 ext. 2297
jharnish@redeemer.ab.ca

Ms. Caroline St-Pierre
Student Services Assistant
(403) 938-4119 ext. 2236
1-800-659-1945 ext. 2236
cstpierre@redeemer.ab.ca

Welcome, or welcome back, to the CFL@Home!
We hope everyone had a restful summer. We are very excited to be working with you this year.
If you have any questions, would like to discuss career planning, require course changes, or
require any other help, please contact us by phone or email.
As well, please pay attention to the Announcements folder in First Class, as there will be regular
student services related information posted there, including items pertaining to scholarships for
post-secondary attendance.
There are three Student Services Coordinators this year:
Mrs. Craigen
Ms. Harnish
Mr. Quilty
We can be reached during regular school hours:
Monday through Thursday, from 8:50 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. and 1:10 p.m. - 3:50 p.m.
Friday from 8:50 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. and 1:10 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
Mrs. Craigen will be in charge of Students Services, including Learning Support, for A-K families.
She can be reached in First Class as Ms. Craigen or by phone 1-800-659-1945, ext. 2226.

Ms. Harnish will be in charge of Students Services, including Learning Support, for L-Z families.
She can be reached in First Class as Ms. Harnish or by phone 1-800-659-1945, ext. 2297.
Mr. Quilty will be primarily responsible for Partnerships and International students. He can be
reached in First Class as Mr. Quilty or by phone 1-800-659-1945, ext. 2237.
Caroline St. Pierre, our student services assistant, will be available every day.
Office hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 1-800 659-1945 ext. 2236.

Getting to Know Us
Hi, my name is Leonard Quilty. This is my eighth year at The Centre for
Learning@Home. I am originally from Newfoundland and Labrador. My wife
and three children still reside there. We have a son and daughter at university
in St. John’s and another daughter who just finished Grade 7. While I’m away
from my family I take advantage of FaceTime to remain in close contact.
Some of my favorite activities are spending time with my family, playing
sports (especially golf and tennis), reading, and writing. I have published two
books in the past three years: A Manual for Peace and Inspiration from the
Teacher’s Desk, Volume 1 (an e-book). I am currently working on the sequel to my first
book, as well as another book about my teaching career.
As I mentioned above, I enjoy writing. On a regular basis, I write a newspaper column called
“From the Teacher’s Desk.” This column, which I’ve been writing for fourteen years now, has
been published in seven provinces of Canada.
Hello, my name is Ruth Craigen. I am the Student Services Coordinator for
families A to K. I am a Welsh Canadian and very proud of both of those
countries! Wales has a special place in my heart and most of my family still
live there. I have worked at The Centre for Learning@HOME since 2002 as an
EA, an elementary teacher, Learning Support Coordinator and now the
Student Services Coordinator. Before that I was an officer in British Armed
Forces. I did a lot of traveling and participated in some interesting activities
like canoeing, absailing, caving and rock climbing! I have visited many places in Europe,
Africa, and the Falkland Islands to name a few. The Falklands was the most interesting place
I have ever visited and the wildlife was fabulous. I have sat in the middle of colonies of
penguins: Rockhoppers, Kings, Emperors and more; watched elephant seals being born, and
had my sandwich stolen from my hand by Caracara birds. Fabulous! Before I joined the army, I was an elementary teacher in the UK. I have two sons who are both in University and
am married to a wonderful man named, Paul, who always keeps me smiling!
Hello, my name is Jacqueline Harnish. I work for The Centre for
Learning@HOME because I passionately believe in our emphasis on
relationships, supporting students and families in achieving success with
choice. Initially a High School English Teacher our online program, I have
served as an Academic Counsellor and Learning Support Coordinator in the
past. Naturally, I am very pleased to occupy my new role of Student Services
Coordinator for families L-Z, incorporating both of these educational spheres. Originally, I
hail from what I call, “The Okanagan of the East,” – a small town on the Great Lakes, with
blue skies and bounteous amounts of fruit - Kingsville, Ontario. For my education, I attended
Queen’s University and spent two years abroad, one studying in a castle in England and the
other at University College Dublin, Ireland; I have traveled to more than eighteen countries.
In my personal time, I sing tenor in a competitive barbershop quartet, The Sopranos, and a
gold-medal-winning chorus, Vocal Motion. I aim to live a life continually invigorated by
learning and laughter.

GRADES 9-12

The High School Social and Sports Club was
formed in the spring of 2014. The idea behind
its formation was to allow more opportunities
for high school students to get together with
their classmates for fun activities.

The activities include such
things as:







Games night
5 pin bowling
Movies
Floor hockey
Volleyball
And many more

http://albertahomeeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/001-Tour.pdf

Adopted Family Program - Christmas 2015

It is not how much we do, but how much love we put in the doing.
It is not how much we give, but how much love we put in the giving.
Mother Teresa
Every year we run an Adopted Family program from The Centre for Learning @HOME to help families in need over the
Christmas period.
In the past, from September until December, we have collected gift cards, cash and items that they require, from members of The Centre for Learning @HOME from a list created by the family themselves.
How can you help?
Coordinator – If you are interested in collecting items at your home and delivering them for one of our families, please
send an email to me and I will forward the details.
Gift certificates – We are able to give tax receipts on request with a receipt for the purchase. This is the best way to
support our families as they are easy to pass on. Gift Certificates can be dropped at the office in Okotoks or sent to:
Mrs. Lana Peterson
The Centre for Learning@HOME
Christ the Redeemer Catholic Schools
Box 137
Okotoks, AB
T1S 1A4
Money donated via Visa or MasterCard – We are able to give tax receipts on request for donations over $20. Money
will be used to purchase Gift Cards required by the family.
Call Heather Ridsdale on 403 938 4119 ext 2222 to do this.
Items – Once our lists are compiled, we will send out the family requirements. I ask for local families within the area of
each Adopted Family to take care of item collection and delivery for these families. We do not have the room in the office
to collect these, so please do not send any items to me.
Magazines – Each year we offer magazine subscriptions and a portion of the cost is donated to the Adopted Family. Details will follow.
Once we have families registered for the Adopted Family Program, we will send out more details.
God Bless and thank you in advance for your support.

Please direct any questions to - lpeterson@redeemer.ab.ca
403 938 8046 ext. 248 - Ask for Mrs. Peterson

GRADUATION– Friday, June 3, 2016
All Grad correspondence will start in February 2016. Newsletters will be posted in the

GRAD – Friday, June 3, 2016
Step by Step
There are two days before Grad when you can get your individual photos done.
Our colours are blue and gold, our tassels are gold too
We have a photographer and you can book her online
More details to follow in the January/February 2016 Newsletter

The Graduation Ceremony takes place at St. James Church, Okotoks
The Graduation Ceremony starts at around 1.30pm (subject to change)

After the ceremony, we go outside for the cap toss photo
Everyone leaves to get ready for the evening Graduation Banquet
You must attend the Ceremony to attend the Banquet
The Graduation Banquet is at the Foothills Centennial Centre, Okotoks
There is a Grand March of the Grads
Buffet supper
Speeches and toasts
Dance
The Cinderella Project helps female Grads if they are in financial stress. They work with the

FAQ’s – Details will be in the first Graduation Newsletter.

Can I graduate?
If you are with The Centre for Learning@HOME and have 12 years education you can graduate. It does not matter if
you are still completing your credits. However, you can only graduate once with us.
Where do I stay?
We have a few hotels in Okotoks including a Best Western and a Lakeview Inn and Suites.
Can we have Grad photos taken?
Yes, we receive the gowns around the Tuesday before the Grad. You have the option of booking the photos through us
for the Wednesday or Thursday before Grad with our photographer. Alternatively, you can collect your cap and gown
from us and go to a photographer of your choice.
Can I just attend the Banquet?
No, you have to attend the Ceremony to be able to attend the Banquet. The Banquet and Dance is one event, you have to
attend both. There will be no extra space to attend just the Dance portion because of fire regulations and seat space. You
can just attend the Ceremony.
What happens before the ceremony starts on Graduation Day?
Grads arrive at the Church for a rehearsal in the morning where they will get their cap and gown, and then have a group
photo taken. Everyone will get a copy of this professionally taken group photo. Parents are not permitted to stay with
you at this time as this is the preparation for the ceremony and we want it to be a big surprise.
What do I wear for the Graduation Ceremony?
Girls- We suggest shorts and a t-shirt as it gets very hot. Your gown will cover you to below your knees. Do not wear
anything that shows below your cap and gown.
Guys - do not wear your suit jacket, you will find it TOO warm! At least take your jacket off and leave it in the car.
Pants and a short sleeved shirt would be good to keep you cool.
What do I wear for the Graduation Banquet?
Girls – Wear all sorts of smart clothes - long and full ball gowns, long straight dresses, or cocktail dresses - it is up to
you.
Guys – Wear suits, jacket and tie, some opt for more casual attire, like a shirt and waistcoat.
Where do I get my hair done?
Some students arrive with it already done for the Graduation Ceremony. Remember you HAVE to wear a cap, so your
hair might get flattened so think about this. Some students book an appointment in Okotoks after the ceremony, many do
their own hair. There is approximately 2 hours between the ceremony and the banquet.
What are the timings for the day?
We have not formalized this yet. Please check the first Grad newsletter in January/February, 2016 for full details.
What are the costs?
We try to keep the costs as low as possible. We use local businesses who really appreciate our patronage and have
served us for many years. These need to be finalized but last year the Ceremony was $80 total and the Buffet was $30
per head. This could change.
How many people can we bring to the Church Graduation Ceremony and Graduation Banquet?
Church – Anyone, loads of space. No maximum.
Graduation Banquet - A maximum of 6 tickets, including the Grad, are issued to start with and then we offer any spare
tickets to families who have requested extras. Most years we are able to give everyone what they need, it depends on the
number of Grads that register.
How do we inform you about our attendance at Grad?
When we send the newsletter in January/February 2016, we include a link to an online registration program. This is the
fastest way to respond. However, we accept the registration sheet by email or fax as well.

“Bring them up with training and instruction
befitting the Lord”
(adapted from Ephesians 6:4)

P.O. Box 137
Okotoks, AB T1S 1A4
#261, 200 Southridge Drive
Okotoks, AB T1S 0B2
#100, 10634 - 178 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5S 1H4
403-938-4119
1-800-659-1945
403-938-8563

centreforlearning@redeemer.ab.ca

www.centreforlearning.ca

